ANNUAL  EEPOET 


OF 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


nWM  OF  FBAMKMN, 

For  the  School  Year  1872-73. 


FRANKLIN,  MASS. : 

Printed  by  J.  M.  Stewart,  Chilson’s  Building,  Main  St. 


ANOTAL  EEPOET 


OF 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


For  the  School  Year  1872-73. 


FRANKLIN,  MASS. : 

Printed  by  J.  M.  Stewart,  Chilson’s  Building,  Main  St. 

1 8 7 3. 


E E P O E T 


In  presenting  our  Annual  Report,  memory  calls  up  the  vari- 
ous suggestions  and  criticisms  of  some  of  our  constituents,  on 
Schools  and  School  Reports.  Some  would  have  us  leave  the 
Teacher  almost  wholly  to  his  or  her  own  resources,  in  the  gov- 
ernment and  teaching  of  the  School ; others  would  have  us  visit 
Schools  quite  often  and  not  only  make  suggestions,  but  see  that 
ever}"  Teacher  in  Town  works  after  our  methods  and  our  indi- 
vidualism. We  feel  that  every  Teacher  has  an  individuality; 
and  while  it  is  ours  to  propose  rules  and  demand  certain  results, 
it  is  theirs  to  work  in  their  own  armor, — to  exercise  an  individ- 
uality that  shall  show  that  while  they  are  obedient  to  proper  au- 
thority, they  are  also  constructive  in  their  methods,  not  against 
rules,  but  in  harmony  with  the  suggestions  laid  down.  To  il- 
lusturate  our  ideas  ask  the  Teacher  to  practice  Object  Teaching. 
We»select  an  apple  or  a book,  and  analyze  it, — teaching  the 
scholars  how  to  do  it — to  become  acquainted  with  its  different 
properties  ; to  see  and  handle  it.  We  wish  the  Teacher  to  have 
mind  enough  and  energy  of  character  sufficient  to  go  out  into 
the  world  of  objects,  to  select  therefrom  those  which  will  most 
interest  and  instruct  the  pupils.  Again,  we  demand  of  our 
teachers  that  the}"  secure  the  obedience  of  their  scliolars.  We 
may  give  our  experience  and  advice  in  the  matter ; j’et  all  teach- 
ers are  not  constituted  alike.  While  one,  if  she  governs  at  all, 
will  do  it  b}"  arbitral*}"  rules  and  demands,  another  may  have 
such  peculiar  tact  and  talent  that  her  will  is  law,  and  }et  her 
pupils  will  hardly  recognize  that  she  has  made  a demand  upon 
them  during  the  term.  She  so  plans  the  exercises  of  the  school, 
that  they  are  at  the  same  time  pleasant  and  profitable  ; always 
something  to  be  done.  But  in  order  to  succeed  in  either  or  any 
of  the  methods  of  government,  there  must  be  decision  and  en- 
ergy of  character.  We  never  knew  a person,  however  decided, 
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to  attain  to  an}'  considerable  degree  of  notoriety  as  a teacher, 
Avho  lacked  life,  and  the  will  and  power  to  manifest  that  spirit 
in  the  School  Room.  A dull,  soulless  teacher  is  very  sure  to 
have  a sleepy,  uninteresting  school. 

In  making  our  Report,  some  persons  would  have  us  avoid  any 
and  all  strictures  and  criticisms  upon  the  merits  or  demerits  of 
any  particular  school  or  teacher  ; others  would  have  us  give,  in 
detail,  not  only  our  opinion  of  the  school  but  also  of  the  teach- 
er. We  frankly  confess  there  are  reasons  for  and  against  both 
suggestions.  Were  the  Committee  infallible — did  they  never  err 
in  judgement  in  relation  to  the  merits  of  the  teacher  ; could  they 
always  draw  the  line  with  exact  justice,  we  think  there  could  be 
no  doubt  where  duty  leads.  The  Report  should  give,  in  detail, 
the  success  or  failure  of  every  teacher,  and  the  causes  which 
lead  thereto.  The  public  have  a right  to  the  information  thus 
imparted.  But  when  we  bear  in  mind  that  we,  too,  are  fallible, 
disrobe  ourselves  of  all  the  partialities  of  friendship  on  the  one 
hand,  or  the  want  of  it  on  the  other,  still  we  are  liable  to  give 
over- much  praise  to  the  one  whose  school  we  admire  particularly, 
and  sometimes  to  allow  our  censure  too  much  seA'erity  against  a 
teacher  with  whom  we  are  not  in  sympathy.  True,  no  real  friend  to 
the  cause  of  education  would  purposely  give  an  undue  coloring  in 
either  direction.  But  who  does  not  know  the  power  of  prejudice 
to  warp  the  judgment ; and  who  does  not  know  something  of 
the  influence  of  a favorable  or  unfavorable  report,  that  specially 
singles  out  the  individual  teacher.  Laboring  under  the  influence 
of  these  and  other  kindred  thoughts,  for  the  past  eight  or  ten 
years,  we  have  refrained  from  making  any  special  report  of  indi- 
vidual schools,  and  have  simply  reported  the  condition  of  our 
schools  as  a whole, — making  such  suggestions  and  criticisms  as 
we  thought  necessary,  hoping  that  the  best  results  would  be  se- 
cured thereby.  Praying  for  the  spirit  ot  impartial  justice  and 
true  discernment,  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  give,  in  brief  detail,  the 
condition  of  the  schools  as  we  last  saw  them. 

Before  proceeding  to  a review  of  the  diflferent  schools,  we  wish 
to  call  the  special  attention  of  the  teachers  to  what  we  consider 
their  duty. 
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First : we  believe  it  to  be  the  diitj'  of  candidates  for  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  teachers,  to  make  all  suitable  preparation 
for  the  work  in  which  the}’  are  desiring  to  engage.  Nor  would 
we  have  them  feel  that  that  preparation  pertains  alone  to  the 
mastery  of  the  sciences  to  be  taught  in  the  school.  We  know 
that  too  many  entertain  this  idea.  We  gather  this  belief  from 
the  way  and  manner  in  which  many  of  their  applications  for 
schools  are  made.  Some  of  you,  teachers,  tell  us  you  think  you 
are  fitted  to  teach  a Primary  School.  Well,  in  what  does  your 
preparation  consist?  You  haye  been  to  Cube  Root  in  Arith- 
metic ; through  the  Geography,  and  are  quite  conversant  with 
Grammar.  So  far  it  is  well,  if  you  understand  the  principles  of 
the  studies  over  which  you  have  passed.  You  will  have  no  schol- 
lar  who  will  go  over  one-half  the  ground  which  you  have  ex- 
plored. But  what  do  you  know  about  the  best  methods  of 
teaching?  Do  you  take  the  “Teacher,”  or  any  other  publica- 
tion, where  the  best  thoughts  of  our  most  successful  teachers  are 
condensed  and  sent  forth  expressly  for  your  benefit?  In  order 
that  you  may  select  from  all  those  gems  of  thought  and  experi- 
ence such  methods  and  helps  as  are  best  adapted,  according  to 
your  judgement,  to  further  the  interests  of  your  school,  make 
those  thoughts  your  own,  and  put  them  into  living,  practical 
operation.  In  brief,  we  ask  and  urge  all  our  school  teachers  to 
subscribe  for  the  “Teacher.”  Some  of  you  may  say — “AYe 
have  been  to  the  Normal  School,  and  have  availed  ourselves  of 
its  benefits.”  That  is  a step  in  the  right  direction.  But  will  you 
pause  here?  The  same  Normal  Teachers  are  contributors  to  the 
“Teacher,”  and  adding  the  treasures  of  their  progressive  ex- 
perience to  its  pages  for  your  better  progress.  Besides,  you 
have  no  more  right  to  rest  on  the  laurels  or  triumphs  already 
gained  than  your  pastor  or  physician  has.  They  have  been 
through  special  courses  of  training,  and  are  profiting  by  daily 
experience.  They  are  not  content  with  their  first  training  ; they 
rest  not  there.  They  are  constantly  adding  to  their  libraries, 
besides  taking  their  denominational  quarterlies  and  medical 
journals.  AYe  say  again — take  the  Teacher.  Again  we  ask 
you  to  avail  yourselves  of  the  benefits  of  teachers’  meetings. 
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Last  year  we  tried  to  establish  these  conferences,  where  all  the 
Teachers  and  the  Committees  could  meet  in  common  council, 
compare  notes,  aid  each  other  by  casting  all  tlioughts  and  expe- 
riences into  one  common  treasury’’,  where  any  one  might  draw  at 
will.  The  result  was  that  a few  of  the  most  experienced  teach- 
ers were  present  at  these  meetings,  while  the  younger  ones  pre- 
ferred evening  walks,  or  some  other  occupation  that  required  no 
thought  or  labor.  Ladies,  we  cannot  compel  you  to  attend  these 
meetings  for  improvement ; but  we  can  and  will  engage  as  teach- 
ers those  who  have  more  time  or  inclination  to  gain  and  impart 
the  most  useful  methods  of  government  and  instruction. 

There  is  another  point  to  which  we  wish  to  call  your  atten- 
tion : Gymnastic  Exercises.  We  wish  every  School  in  Town — 
from  the  Primary  up  to  the  High  School,  to  engage  in  these  ex- 
ercises. We  do  not  say  what  particular  exercises  shall  be  prac- 
ticed ; but  we  do  sa3' — select  some  of  the  man}",  and  see  to  it 
that  none  ai‘e  excused  from  engaging  in  them.  We  believe  that 
such  exercises  are  beneficial  to  health  and  that  the}"  conduce  to 
the  preservation  of  order  and  progress  ; therefore  they  should 
be  among  the  common  lessons  in  each  and  every  school.  Teach- 
ers, see  to  it  that  this  suggestion  is  carried  out.  The  conclu- 
sion, we  ask  you  to  call  to  mind,  the  increased  liberality  of  the 
Town  in  raising  money  to  prolong  the  terms  for  the  better  dis- 
charge of  the  duty  devolved  upon  you.  Do  it,  then,  wdth  that 
zeal  and  fidelity  that  shall  secure  to  you  the  plaudit,  “Well 
done,  good  and  faithful  servants,”  also  the  sw'eet  consciousness 
thereof. 


DUTIES  OF  PARENTS. 

We  believe  that  constant  care  and  self  sacrifice  are  the  duties 
of  parents  during  the  terms  of  school, — care  first  for  the  prompt 
and  punctual  attendance  of  your  children  at  school.  Hollidays 
and  vacations  are  for  the  entertainment  of  friends  and  the  or- 
dinary amusements  of  childhood.  Can  your  child  earn  a few 
dollars  in  the  Cotton  mill  or  on  the  Cranberry  meadow,  and  do 
you  need  this  money?  Let  the  spirit  of  sacrifice  triumph.  The 
school  is  ready  for  the  reception  of  your  girl  or  boy  ; see  to  it 
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that  the^^  avail  themselves  of  its  blessings  and  privileges,  -svliile 
it  is  called  to-day.  The  school  is  a free  treasury,  where,  under 
proper  rules,  and  with  suitable  qualifications,  all  are  at  liberty 
to  draw  out  the  precious  stores  at  will, — treasures  which  are  not 
subject  to  the  grasp  of  thieves  or  designing  men.  Co-operate, 
then,  with  the  Committee  and  Teachers  in  the  upbuilding  of 
your  children’s  educational  structure,  and  it  will  steadily  rise  to 
fair  and  comely  proportions. 

CONDITION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Primary  No.  1 has  been  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Ella  G.  Dan- 
iels during.the  year.  We  think  there  has  been  a stead}^  increase 
in  the  interest  and  improvement  of  the  school.  The  introduc- 
tion of  pleasant  exercises  and  oral  teaching,  by  the  teacher,  has 
added  much  to  the  interest  and  profitableness  of  the  school. 
Would  the  teacher  carry  a little  firmer  hand  in  discipline,  in 
connection  with  her  present  efforts,  it  might  add  to  the  value  of 
an  already  excellent  school. 

Primary  No.  2.  The  first,  or  spring  term,  was  taught  by 
Miss  Abby  Twitchell.  She  had  taught  the  same  school  the  pre- 
ceeding  term,  and  w^as  prepared  to  enjoy  the  fruit  of  her  past 
labor.  It  was  pleasant  to  visit  the  School,  note  the  progress 
and  the  wholesome  discipline  pervading  the  School-room.  A. 
good  degree  of  attention  w^as  paid  to  oral  instruction  and  calis- 
thenics. The  second  and  third  terms  were  taught  b}^  Miss  Em- 
ily Mann.  The  first  term  was  somewhat  interrupted  by  sick- 
ness, and  the  discipline  of  the  School  was  not  what  we  could 
approve.  But,  making  too  much  allowance  for  the  extreme  anx- 
iety of  the  teacher  for  a sick  friend,  we  engaged  her  for  anotlier 
term,  which  only  proved  that  we  had  not  placed  the  right  per- 
son in  the  right  place.  Her  strong  desire  to  do  right  was  not 
quite  equal  to  the  opposition  of  the  juvenile  offenders.  The 
order  did  not  meet  our  idea  of  a successful  school. 

The  Intermediate  School  w^as  taught  by  Miss  M.  B.  Harris. 
A good  degree  of  discipline  and  thoroughness  of  instruction  are 
marked  features  of  this  School,  especially  in  the  art  of  reading. 
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It  would  be  pleasing  if  a few  more  lessons  with  the  same  thor- 
oughness con'd  be  accomplished. 

Idle  Snb-Grarnmar  School  has  been  through  the  ordeal  of 
three  diflerent  teachers  during  the  year,  Miss  Helen  Metcalf, 
IMiss  Abby  Twitchell  and  Mr.  E.  W.  Burditt,  and  theiir  methods 
of  discipline  have  been  as  unlike  as  their  appearances.  Still, 
each  one  has  succeeded  in  establishing,  in  a good  degree,  whole- 
some discipline  ; and  fair  progress  has  been  the  result.  We 
can  not  say  that  it  has  quite  reached  our  expectations,  when  we 
consider  the  talent  employed  to  guide  the  fortunes  of  this 
School.  Perhaps  the  spirit  of  young  America  could  not  well 
bear  the  restraints  of  the  second  terra,  or  the  manner  in  which 
these  were  imposed. 

The  Grammar  School  has  had  two  teachers  during  the  year, 
Miss  H.  Jennings  and  Miss  L.  Carrie  Jackman.  The  first  term 
was  practical  in  all  its  bearings.  The  lessons  were  well  com- 
mitted and  thoroughl}^  explained  by  the  teacher.  The  teacher 
could  say  yes  or  xo,  as  the  circumstances  required.  Although 
pleasantly  said,  the  pupils  understood  the  decision.  The  sec- 
ond and  third  terms  were  not,  in  our  opinion,  as  successful.  The 
scholars  had  learned  the  art  of  teasing,  and  the  teacher's  desire 
to  please  her  scholars,  w'e  think,  sometimes  overpowered  her 
judgment.  The  final  examination  did  not  meet  our  expecta- 
tions. For  justice  requires  us  to  report  a good  show  of  order 
in  the  School,  at  the  time  of  all  our  visits. 

No.  2 had  two  terms.  At  the  commencement  of  the  fall  term, 
we  divided  the  scholars  of  this  School  between  Nos.  9 and  10, 
giving  them  the  same  amount  of  schooling  that  was  allotted  to 
other  children  in  town.  This  School  is  so  reduced  in  numbers, 
that  we  do  not  consider  it  good  policy  to  make  a show  of  school 
there  for  the  pnr})ose  of  spending  mone}',  when  the  few  can  be 
so  well  accommodated  in  Nos.  9 and  10.  We  think  the  teachers 
tried  to  do  their  dut}"  to  the  few  seeking  instruction  there,  and 
succeeded  as  well  as  could  be  expected  under  the  circumstances. 

School  No.  4 has  had  the  experience  of  two  teachers  during 
the  year.  And  w^e  feel  satisfied  that  it  has  been  a year  of  pro- 
gress for  this  School.  The  first  term  was  taught  by  Miss  L.  Car- 
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rie  Jackman.  The  teacher  seemed  adapted  to  her  school.  The- 
order  was  good,  and  the  progress  and  thoroughness  ox  the  school 
commendable.  The  second  and  third  terms  were  taught  by  Miss- 
Emma  Messenger.  The  discipline  was  very  good,  recitations 
prompt  and  well  prepared.  Teacher  and  scholars  manifested  an 
interest  in  the  work  before  them. 

No.  6 was  taught  first  and  second  terms  by  Miss  Juliette  D. 
Stanley.  We  think  Miss  Stanley  gave  almost  if  not  quite  uni- 
versal satisfaction.  Very  few  schools  appeared  to  better  advan- 
tage than  this  did  under  her  guidance.  It  was  orderly  and  the 
pupils  were  very  prompt  in  all  their  answers.  The  third  term 
was  taught  by  Miss  Sarah  Davis.  We  are  sorry  to  say  that  Miss 
D.  was  not  fully  adequate  to  the  task  assigned  her.  She  was  too 
easy  and  mild  in  lier  endeavors  to  effect  the  desired  result. 
Neither  discipline  or  recitations  were  of  the  first  class. 

No.  7.  The  first  term  was  taught  by  Miss  E.  Messenger.  Al- 
though the  school  won  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  Commit- 
tee, from  some  cause  or  causes  to  us  not  fully  known,  there  was 
a want  of  love  or  confidence  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  sciiolars. 
that  materiallj"  injured  the  usefulness  of  the  school.  The  second 
and  third  terms  were  taught  by  Miss-  Mary  A.  Davis.  On  our 
first  visit,  the  school  was  decided!}’  dull  and  unsatisfactory.  We 
visited  it  a second  time  and  all  seemed  interested  and  orderly, 
the  teacher  and  scholars  doing  well  their  respective  parts.  Un- 
toward circumstances  hindered  either  of  us  from  visiting  the 
school  the  last  of  the  term.  AVe  engaged  Miss  Davis  for  the 
next  term.  The  school  was  large,  and  man}’  large  scholars  at- 
tended. Miss  Davis  evidently  lost  the  power  to  enforce  that 
obedience  Avhich  is  necessary  to  the  highest  success,  and  the  final 
examination  did  not  disclose  to  the  Committee  or  spectators  that 
degree  of  promptness  or  thoroughness  which  usually  attend  the- 
efforts  of  an  active,  industrious  teacher. 

No.  8.  The  Spring  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Arabella  Free- 
man, assisted  by  Miss  Emily  Mann.  These  teachers  were  quite 
successful  in  securing  the  love  and  confidence  of  their  pupils. 
As  a result  it  was  easy  to  maintain  order.  Being  apt  to  teach, 
they  had  an  excellent  school.  The  Fall  term  was  taught  by  Miss 
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Martha  Metcalf,  assisted  hy  Miss  Eva  Go  wen.  We  think  some 
-of  the  scholars  were  inclined  to  make  matters  unpleasant  for  any 
other  Principal  than  Miss  Freeman.  Miss  Metcalf  did  not  suc- 
ceed with  the  aid  of  her  assistant,  in  securing  that  obedience 
which  was  necessaiy  to  a good  school,  or  in  harmony  with  that 
nice  sense  of  propriety  which  characterizes  these  teachers.  The 
Winter  term  was  taught  b}"  Miss  J.  D.  Stanley,  assisted  by  Miss 
A.  Brown.  Miss  S.  commenced  the  school  under  unfavorable 
circumstances.  The  partialities  for  the  teachers  of  the  Spring 
term,  and  the  laxity  of  the  discipline  of  the  Fall  term,  created  a 
degree  of  sourness,  connected  with  unrestrained  self  will,  ’that 
made  it  a hard  place  to  fill.  We  think  Miss  S.  was  equal  to  the 
emergency.  If  she  did  not  gain  the  love  of  all  her  pupils  and 
their  parents,  they  learned 'how  blessed  it  is  to  obey  wholesome 
rules  and  regulations,  and  that  the  way  of  the  transgressor  is  not 
pleasant.  The  recitations  were  prompt  and  distinctly  understood. 
Could  the  same  order  and  promptness  have  been  secured  by  less 
severity,  it  would  have  been  pleasing.  Dangerous  wounds  some- 
times need  deep  probing. 

No.  9 has  enjo^^ed  the  teaching  of  Miss  Ada  A.  Hawes  for  the 
year.  Order,  thoroughness  and  promptness,  the  three  grand 
characteristics  of  a good  school,  were  manifest  to  the  most  causal 
visitor  or  the  most  critical.  The  school  was  appreciated  by  pa- 
rents and  scholars. 

No.  10.  The  Spring  and  Summer  terms  were  taught  by  Miss 
Ida  M.  Daniels.  A fair  degree  of  order,  and  the  introduction  of 
singing  and  gymnastic  exercises,  with  good  recitations,  made  it 
a pleasant  school  to  visit.  The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss 
Pierce.  She  did  well  as  a beginner.  No  marked  or  striking 
'features  were  presented  on  our  visits.  The  lessons  seemed  well 
committed.  A little  more  of  vrhat  we  once  heard  called  'the 
teachers’  gymp  would  be  useful  to  several  of  our  teachers. 

The  High  School  has  been  taught  during  the  year,  b}’'  Mr.  J. 
McE.  Drake,  assisted  by  Miss  Anna  Harrold.  We  think  Mr. 
Drake  has  succeeded  in  gaining  and  maintaining  the  respect  of 
'his  pupils  ; thar,  he  is  usually  happy  and  interesting  in  his  illus- 
trations ; that  a good  degree  of  self-respect  and  dignity  of  char- 
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■-•acter  pervade  the  School-room.  We  think  it  would  be  well  for 
the  scholars  to  remember,  when  in  the  hall  or  on  the  playground, 
that  they  are  not  merely  children,  but  happ}^,  jojnus  3miths,  not 
boisterous  or  rudely  inclined.  Too  much  rudeness  outside  the 
•camp,  sometimes  conve^’S  tlie  idea  to  passers-by  that  all  is  not 
right  within.  We  are  happy,  however,  to  say  that  we  have  al- 
ways found  good  discipline  and  cheerful  compliance  therewith, 
marked  'features  of  our  High  School.  The  recitations  were  usu- 
all}"  of  a high  order.  The  Graduating  Class  maintained,  at  the 
last  examination,  their  own  and  the  teacher’s  reputation.  The 
junior  classes  did  not  manifest  that  life  and  promptness  in  recita- 
tions which  usually  follow  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Drake  and  Miss 
Harrold.  We  think  late  evenings,  however  good  or  important 
the  business,  interferes  sadlj^  with  the  worn  and  jaded  pupils. 

QUALIFICATIONS  FOR.  ADMISSION  TO  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Candidates  must  have^^^  thorough  knowledge  of  United  States 
History.,  Common  School  Arithmetic,  Common  School  Geogra- 
phy, Introductory  Grammar,  and  the  Higher  Grammar,  as  far  as 
S^mtax.  They  must  also  be  able  to  pass  a satisfactory  examh 
nation  in  Reading  and  Spelling. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY  lY  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

FOURTH  CLASS. 

1st  Term.  Term.  -^rd  Term. 

Arithmetic,  Arithmetic  finished,  Algebra  begun. 

Grammar,  Grammar  finished.  Composition, 

U.  S.  History,  U.  S.  History  finished.  Physi’l  Geography  begun. 

THIRD  CLASS. 

Algebra,  Algebra  finished.  Book-keeping, 

Philosophy  begun,  Philosoph\^  finished,  Chemistr}’’  begun, 

Ph^^s’l  Geography'  finish’d,  Ph^^siology  begun.  Physiology  finish’d 

SECOND  CLASS. 

Geometry  begun.  Geometry,  Geometry  finished, 

Chemistry  finished,  Astronomy  begun.  Astronomy, 

Latin  begun,  • Latin,  Latin. 
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FIRST  CLASS. 


French  or  Surveying,  French  or  Surveying,  French  or  Surveying 
Rhetoric  begun.  Rhetoric  and  Constitutional  Law^. 

Constitional  Law^  Latin,.  Latin.. 


Reading,.  Writing,.  Spellings  Dedamatioos,.  an<J  Calisthenics 
taken  up  during  the  course.  ' 

Scholars  not  intending  to  graduate  can  take  ^praoti-earl  course 
under  the  direction  of  the  School  Committee. 


Statistical  Table  of  the  Schools  in  Franklin  for  the  first  Term  of  the  Year  1872-' 
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